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Press Release
Karlín's Corso IIa Opening!

Prague, October 6, 2008 – Real Estate Karlín Group (REKG), the developer of the office building Corso, was granted the Practical Completion Certificate for the structure Corso IIa at the end of August this year.  In October, at the occassion of Designblok 2008, the ribbon will be cut for the new building with the unmistakable signature of the renowned Catalan architect Ricardo Bofill.  
The office building Corso IIa which shapes up the continuation of the already completed Corso Karlín in Křižíkova street is a truly unique project in every aspect. Its modern architecture is not just a self-focused or purposeless effort; the whole concept respects the full-ranged functionality and serviceability required from a building of this type. Corso IIa is not only a representational facility for a business seat offering a perfect background at high industry standards, but more importantly, it is also a place which provides an environment where employees and their guests can feel comfortable, relaxed and secure.  This can be ascertained in practise by the employees of companies who became the first-line tenants at Corso IIa – namely Vitra, Proximity, Teliacall, Veolia Transport, JC Decaux, Alfa Management, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Physical Training of the Czech Republic or Deutche Boerse. 

The office floor space of 13 000 m2 shelters a communication core with four elevators and two stairways, a variable dimensional arrangement for an open space, showrooms on the street level, a restaurant, a supervised three-level car park with a capacity for 140 cars, a satellite and own TV antenna . The convenient situation of the building close to the city center guarantees its future tenants easy access to services, civic amenities, traffic connections and public transport routes.

The author-architect of the project, Ricardo Bofill and his studio Taller de Arquitectura, have cooperated with Real Estate Karlin Group on the revitalization of Palác Karlín and the development of Corso Karlín.  Bofill alone is enthusiastic about Karlín. „Whichever city I work in, I endeavour to keep its Genius Loci. Industrial manufacturing draws away from cities – and cities undergo changes and restructuring. Karlín fascinates me mostly by its industrial architecture. Industrial districts are places which possess a specific memory. That memory has to be preserved,“ conveys the author of the structures – among other including 

Congress Center in Saint Petersburg, Hotel Vela in Barcelona, South Terminal of the Barcelona Airport, residential projects on New York's 5th Avenue and many other.  

According to REKG leader Serge Borenstein, a good architect is the solid prerequisite for a successful project:
„There are encounters that may have influence you for the rest of your life.  For me, such a fatal moment was my first acquaintance with Prague, the city which I started to love and I where I found a new home; another moment of the same feeling came across was when I met Ricardo Bofill.  It is not quite usual to have the developer's and architect's visions become so concerted and interwoven like ours.  And I think it is quite visible in the projects we have already completed together.” 

Corso IIa recorded its first success in having been nominated for the Best of Realty Award in the office buildings category. 

The development of the next stage – CORSO IIb – shall be launched in the wake of the present success, that is by the end of this year.
The company Real Estate Karlín Group was founded in 1997. The said Group focuses its investment and development activities mainly on the Prague 8 district, namely Karlín and Libeň, where it owns a sizeable amount of properties. REKG has further plans to develop thousands of square meters of new office, retail and residential spaces and leisure facilities in this area in the upcoming years. REKG pays close attention to the quality of architectural design in all of its projects it plans and executes. Thanks to its unswerving dedication to quality, the company has received the "Best of Realty" and "Building of the Year" awards for completing Palác Karlín, Corso Karlín, Kotelna and Kollárova 14 projects. Today REKG intensively works on launching the reconstruction and development of residential spaces – Cornlofts Šaldova. The most recent vision in the company's plans is focused at the revitalization of a prominent part of the yet undeveloped area on Rohanský ostrov. The planned development area in this locality at the Vltava river waterfront – River Garden – shall extend extend on the recently completed residential development River Diamond, and it will declare a strongly residential character. In addition to residential housing, new office buildings are planned to be situated along the waterfront Rohanské nábřeží. River Gardens development project represents approximately 130.000 m2 of above-ground square area and an investment of nearly 5 billion Czech crowns in costs expected to be invested in the next five to ten years. 

You can find out Press release and high resolution photografs on webpage www.karlin.cz
Developer: Real Estate Karlín Group // www.karlin.cz 
Author-Architect: Ricardo Bofill // www.bofill.com
Designer: Qarta // www.qarta.cz
General contractor: Metrostav // www.metrostav.cz
Real estate brokers : Jones Lang LaSalle // www.joneslanglasalle.com
Knight Frank : // www.knightfrank.com
Funding: Česká spořitelna, a.s. // www.ceskasporitelna.cz
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